When | was first asked to write an article for this month’s SLAM | had no idea what to write. Naturally, | turned to
landscape architecture publications for inspiration.What | found was a lot of interesting ideas and projects from around the
world, but nothing really seemed to translate to the Las Vegas Valley. Therefore, with this month’s issue | thought it best to
introduce inspirational projects from around the world.

First we are traveling to S3o Paulo, Brazil, where a former prison was transformed into a park. Sio Paulo’s population
density is off the charts! 10 million people live in 579 square miles, which calculates to about 17,271 people per square mile!
In comparison, Las Vegas has a population density of approximately 4,222 people per square mile. So | think it's safe to say
Sao Paulo was in desperate need of open space.

Parque da Juventude,Youth Park, is about 59 acres, and took six years
to complete. The park is fully equipped with sports facilities, rest
areas, exhibit buildings, and massive amounts of open space where
concerts and festivals are often held.

The image shows the remains of a partially constructed prison
building. Instead of tearing it down, Rosa Grena Kliass, the landscape
architect, uniquely designed a board walk through the half
constructed building to utilize it as a pergola.Vines and overgrown
tree canopies create a uniquely shaded microclimate for park
spectators.

Stay tuned, we are headed to China next.

The landscape was designed to be viewed both from ground level as well

as the upper story recovery rooms. From a top down perspective,

patients and guests realize that the plants are arranged in curvilinear

patterns. The interlocking patterns of Texas Ranger, Dalea and Deer

Grass are punctuated with irregularly spaced Mesquite trees. There is

also an outdoor patient area that utilizes shading from the building as

well as strategically placed trees to create an inviting outdoor room. This

area provides both patients as well as hospital staff a relaxing space and

change in scenery from a typical hospital setting. The overall effect is a soft, soothing landscape that aids in the recovery
process for patients.



