The Southwick LA retreat was on September |2th and |13th of this year. The SLA family enjoyed some intense discussions

on Friday geared toward improving us as an office and as individuals before enjoying a wonderful tour of The Las Vegas

Springs Preserve.We were pleasantly surprised to be guided by the one and only Linn Mills (instead of the self guided tour

that we had planned). He quizzed us on our plant identification, botanical name, geology, and design knowledge along the

way. He was kind enough to provide us with the correct answer and give us credit for it when we were unable to provide
the correct answer. It was a lot of fun.We then enjoyed a tasty lunch at Wolfgang
Puck’s eatery (The Springs Preserve Café) on the grounds and finished up the day
by visiting more exhibits. | think one of the office favorites was the flash flood
exhibit. If some of you have not visited the LasVegas Springs Preserve yet, | highly
recommend it. With the wonderful fall weather, it’s a perfect time to visit. One
great feature, that | often forget is offered, is the Springs Preserve library. The
library offers “information on ecology, flora and fauna of the Mojave, water
conservation, green architecture, wildlife, education, visual and performing arts,
archaeology and history of the Southwest, nonprofit management and museum
studies” The library is non-circulating, but there are tables and outdoor seating
areas for reading and researching. On Saturday we finished off our retreat with a
wonderful dinner and cruise at Lake Mead aboard the Desert Princess with office
mates, friends and loved ones.We enjoyed dinner, dancing, a nearly full moon,
wonderful weather and good company. A good time was enjoyed by all.

PS. Now through October 3lst, the Las Vegas Springs Preserve will have the
Haunted Harvest for the Halloween season if you are looking for a spooktacular
family event.



