
This month’s plant more closely resembles something from a coral reef then a desert 
landscape, which is one reason the Lady’s Slipper (Pedilanthus macrocarpus), is Elizabeth’s 
favorite flora. This plant always draws some interest to a landscape with its unique look. 
The Lady’s Slipper is considered a deciduous succulent with small leaves dropping soon 
after they appear leaving half inch thick, 
fleshy, waxy stems. This native of Mexico 
grows to about 3 ft. tall and 2-3 ft. wide, 
althoughalthough it can reach heights up to 5 ft. 
under favorable conditions. The name Lady’s 
Slipper is derived from the slipper-shaped 
red bracts that conceal unremarkable red 
flowers. 

 In areas with no frost, this succulent can 
make a striking addition to any landscape. In 
Las Vegas, Lady’s Slipper can be damaged by 

temperatures falling into the 20’s if left unprotected. Luckily for those of us 
who live in the Vegas valley, Pedilanthus feels right at home in a container.  
 
We will take a look to colder climates for next month’s Favorite Flora…

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT - JOE VICKERS
We couldn’t let the New Year begin without introducing our readers to our newest 
employee Joe Vickers.  He thought we had stopped this and that he would be safe from the 
limelight but we made an exception for him.

JJoe was born in Logan, UT but raised in Wyoming before returning to Logan to attend 
college.  When asked how he chose Landscape Architecture he claims that it chose him.  He 
was one year away from graduating with a civil engineering degree when he realized he 
wanted something more design oriented.  One day he found someone working on a scale 
model of an interior shopping mall space for a Landscape Architecture course.  They dis-
cussed it and Joe was hooked.  He graduated in 1998 from Utah State University with a 
Bachelors Degree in Landscape Architecture & Environmental Planning.  After graduation he attended graduate school at 
Kansas State Kansas State for a brief period before moving to Las Vegas in 1999.  He has been here ever since.

According to Joe, his interests outside of work include sports, sports and more sports.  He is an avid Utah State fan and 
runs a couple of fan websites that cater to all things Aggie.  He says he used to love to fish but has taken up golfing due 
to the lack of readily available fishing holes.

Joe is quickly proving to be a great asset to us and we are happy to have him here. Like all our employees, we enjoy the 
ideas and experiences he brings to our company.

Well, 2008 has come and gone.  Dwindling along with the old year seems to be the 
economy, some of our fellow design firms and a few projects that never really got 
started.   Through the ups and downs of last year, Southwick LA has maintained our 
staff of 12 employees.  Three are licensed landscape architects, three have their LAIT, 
one may soon be licensed, one got married and one had a baby.  

WWe have been blessed to work on some very exciting projects with wonderful 
clients.  Sunset Park Phase I bid within budget, Lorenzi Park Phase I began 
construction, unique aesthetic designs for Horse & 95 and Flamingo & 215 
interchanges were born, and over five miles of trails in North Las Vegas were 
developed.  We also began designs for St. Rose Parkway Trail, Reunion Trails Park, 
Wetlands Park Trailheads, and a myriad of other projects.

20092009 promises to be an interesting year.  Economists are posting less than favorable 
predictions, “recession” has become a common word, banks are holding tight to 

their money, and land development seems to have disappeared.  Along with every challenge comes an equal or greater 
opportunity.  I believe you can look at the bright side of things or dwell on the negative.  The choice is yours and how you 
choose to see things will affect your actions towards them.  Southwick LA will continue to provide exceptional design 
service to all of our clients.  Our designs will be artistic, functional, economical and desirable places to be.  I will be writing 
next next year at this time about the great projects and clients that we worked with through this year.

As Tom Foster told me the last time I saw him, “choose not to participate in the recession”.   Choose to make 2009 a 
successful year.

I hope that while so many people are out smelling the flowers, someone is taking the time to plant some. 
Herbert Rappaport 


