Ask not what the world needs. Ask what makes you come alive... then go do it. Because what the world

needs is people who have come alive.

Howard Thurman

As a student of Landscape Architecture we are always
studying new principles of design and the profession. Qver
the last couple of years professors have been encouraging
their students to learn about Landscape Urbanism, a new
theory that argues that Landscape, rather than
architecture, is more capable of organizing the city and
enhancing the urban experience. As cities all over the
world are expanding outward instead of up, the landscape
has been able to address this shift by becoming the new
essential organizing element for the contemporary city. The
organization of horizontal surfaces and infrastructure take
over the traditional architectural based fabric of the city.
Here landscape becomes much more than just parks or

Gross Max Landscape Architects gardens. It starts to focus on our transportation fabric such

as freeways, our abandoned industrial sites that would normally never be touched, and our concepts of sprawl
and bringing people back to the urban cities, the exurbanites. All of these new ideas and principals are things that
our profession needs to follow. It cannot only stay in the classroom discussions, but must breech the academia
world and start to overtake the current landscapes we see today. As our world is changing, the ways in which we
design and approach our problems must also. Until we are able to practice with these ideas, we will still continue
to see the same landscapes being “installed” rather than designed. It is our duty, our right, and our calling to do

this. Are you in?

The equestrian park is enclosed by a white fence which is
bordered by a desert streetscape that enhances and provides a
friendly front to the neighborhood. Shaded pavillions with picnic
areas are located farther from the equestrian activities to allow for non-equestrian users’ enjoyment. The
equestrian trail within the park is bordered by desert landscape that includes mounding that helps delineate the
trail. The trees and shrubs within the park are used sparsely for the safety of the horses and riders. The arenas
and round pens include user-activated lighting and user activated watering systems that wet down the areas

as needed.



